
                 Protocol for Gathered Worship after the Covid-19 Stay-at-Home Order Is Lifted                  

A.  What the Government Suggests 

     1.  Social Distancing (six foot distance between people)  

     2.  Masks (when with people of different households)   

     3.  Hand Hygiene (wash or sanitize after touching something and before touching anything) 

    *Whether we personally agree with all of the above suggestions or not, we feel obligated to support 

these (and other guidelines set forth by the governing authority of our state) in an effort to decrease the 

transmission of the virus as well as show ourselves as a positive witness to the general population in 

regards to respecting authorities in place. 

B.  Protocols for Second Christian Reformed Church  

    1.  Second will hold a morning worship service at 9:30 A.M and an evening worship service at 6 P.M. 

Both services will be live streamed. 

    2.  There will be no nursery service.  Parents of small children are encouraged to stay home and live-

stream due to the difficulty of keeping masks on small children.  

    3.  To maintain social distancing during worship, every other row of pews will be blocked off and not 

allowed to be used. 

   4.  Household groups may sit together in a pew.  Six feet of empty pew space must be maintained 

between household groups in a row.   

  5.  Wearing masks, in the sanctuary, is no longer required, but are still recommended per CDC 

guidelines.  Everyone will respect the choice of others and maintain six foot social distancing.  Since the 

minister would probably not be able to preach effectively while wearing a mask, he will be told to 

remain on the pulpit and not come down steps. 

  6.  An attendant will be stationed at all entry doors so that worshipers will not have to touch the door 

handles upon entering or exiting the building. 

  7.  There will be no coffee social hour after the services.  Any socializing will occur outside of the 

building being sure to maintain six foot distancing practices. 

  8.  Everyone will be required to maintain six feet social separation at all times while in the building and 

outside of the building. 

  9.  There will be no hand shaking at any time by anyone. 

 10.  The minister and the elders will not greet at the sanctuary exit doors after the worship service due 

to the impossibility of maintaining a six foot social separation.  



 11.  Hand sanitizer dispensers will be appropriately placed for use by those worshipping.  (When to 

wash hands:  before touching mask, before taking mask off, before and after bathroom use, after 

touching any surface.)  There will be signs on the bathroom doors to inform people to sanitize hands 

before entering and exiting bathrooms. 

 12.  The offering plates will not be passed through the pews during the worship service.  The offering 

plates will be stationed in the narthex to receive the offerings.  There will be a Deacon nearby. 

 13.  Our elderly members, immunocompromised members, and pregnant members should remain at 

home and live stream the services. 

 14.  Pews will need to be properly sanitized between morning services as well as entrance and exit door 

handles and bathroom door handles. 

 15.  Song verses and Scripture will be printed in the bulletin.  There will be no use of the books in the 

pews because of the risk of transmission of the virus if touched. 

 16.  Continue live-streaming services. 

  17.  Communion will not be served until the restrictions are reduced 

  18.  Church will be dismissed from the rear first without bunching of people. 

 19.  If anyone has a cold, fever, or flu symptoms, please do not attend worship services at the church 

building.  If anyone is attending a worship service and feels the need to sneeze or cough, please do so 

into your elbow. 

 20.  Respect others’ thoughts and feelings with regard to the virus.  Therefore, err on the side of caution 

with others by keeping masks on, washing hands, and keeping six feet social distance. 

 21.  The First Aid Committee will be providing single use masks for anyone who did not bring their own. 

 


